Resources for medical decision-making in situations of high uncertainty.
The high standards of medical practice rest on the assumption that a physician's competence equips him or her to act on a patient's behalf. The conundrum created by medical uncertainty regarding the patient's diagnosis or the appropriate course of treatment seldom receives attention in the medical literature. This article highlights how the age-old medical ideal of beneficence, the modern concept of probabilities, the added dimension of treatment modification based on patients' preferences, and a compassionate disposition operate as competence-supporting tools in high uncertainty medical situations.